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ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE LAWSON HILL PROPERTY 
OWNERS COMPANY 
TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2010 at the WILKINSON PUBLIC LIBRARY  
 
 
Bill de Alva called the meeting to order at 5:25 PM 
 
Welcome and introduction of the board members. 
 
1)    ROLL CALL:   Members Present:  
Bill de Alva, Bill Ellison, Julie McNair, Jody Van Stratt, Pamela Hall, Brian Anderson, 
Don Boggs, Dylan Brooks, Elizabeth Burke, Tom Byrne, Mark Charles, Patti Childers, 
Dan Curtis, Nicole Ortiz, Patty Denny, Mike Doehrman, Jerry Delozier, Mark Demist, 
Jon Foote, Chuck Glass, Pamela Frenz, Tom Gallen, Barbel Hacke, Abby and Brad 
Hamblin, Lee and Billi Taylor, Rich Hamilton, Christopher Jaquet, Mark and Jackie 
Kennefick, Rex Lybrand,  Marie and Herb McCloskey, Melanie McDonald, Camille 
Price, Kathy Green, Kristin Taylor, Leo and Amy Van Der Bosch, John Wontrobski, Eric 
Wolff,  Proxies were submitted by Matt Miles, Gordon Enterprises, Jan Robberson and 
Fred Campbell. 
Presenters: Tom Kennedy and Joanna Stallsmith   
 
2) PROOF OF NOTICE OF MEETING:   The meeting was noticed to all prop-
erty owners via U.S. mail, January 27th, 2010, packets for the Annual Meeting were 
mailed March 5th, 2010, the Agenda was posted on the Lawson Hill web site, at the LH 
Post Office and listed on the KOTO calendar. Members present acknowledged sufficient 
notice of meeting. 
 
3) READING OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:   Abby Hamblin 
made the motion to approve the minutes from the 2009 annual meeting, Billi Taylor sec-
onded and the motion passed.  
 
4) DEED RESTRICTION UPDATE:    Tom Kennedy, Lawson Hill’s attorney, 
presented a brief update on conversations and negotiations that he and the Lawson Hill 
Board of Directors have been having with the San Miguel County staff over the Re-
placement Deed Restriction Covenant. The latest draft covenant has been reviewed by the 
LH board.  The board feels they may be close to an acceptable version that could be 
shared with all the owners but at this time there still remain a few areas that require addi-
tional work. The San Miguel County staff plans to schedule a meeting with the BOCC to 
discuss the proposed changes requested by the board.  

 



 

 
The replacement covenant will protect property owners from future changes to the deed 
restriction through amendments to the San Miguel County Land Use Code. There have 
been multiple goals throughout the process of negotiating the replacement covenant, 
among those, was to define the terms for retirement, for benefactors and for disabled 
owners. Each qualified deed restricted property owner in Lawson Hill would have the 
opportunity to sign this new agreement, once signed the agreement would run with the 
land and be recorded with the properties deed. If an owner decided not to sign the new 
replacement covenant, their deed restriction would remain the same as it has been, in-
cluding the original plat note recorded against their lots and the sections of  the SMC 
Land Use Code that pertain. This code has been amended from time to time.  
 
Once the document is ready for general owner review, the Lawson Hill board of directors 
will call a special meeting for the residential owners who would be eligible to sign. Tom 
Kennedy, County Staff and the LH board will be present to answer questions at this spe-
cial meeting. 
 
5) 2010 BUDGET- FINANCIALS:   Bill introduced Joanna Stallsmith who was 
hired by the Lawson Hill board to consolidate and create a presentation of the Lawson 
Hill budget for the annual meeting. All of the financial records used in this presentation 
were supplied by the management. 
 
Joanna displayed a graph which showed the income, expense trends and net income since 
2006. She pointed out the projected lower revenues for 2010 caused by reduced retail 
sales assessments, lack of RETA due to the lower number of projected property sales and 
the lack of a tenant leasing Lot HI. The power point diagrams also showed the percent-
ages and sources of income for 2009 and for projected income for 2010. The board took 
questions from the members.  
 
6) BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT:   

 
A. Trail Connection/Underpass:    

Bill de Alva updated owners on the successful completion of the Hwy 145 underpass. He 
also brought attention to the successful completion of the Keystone Gorge Trail which 
created a wonderful looped pedestrian link accessible from the Galloping Goose Trail 
within the Lawson Hill PUD. Bill also mentioned that Kari Distefano has submitted a 
new round of grant applications for the 2010 cycle. If approved the grants would provide 
a portion of the funding necessary to complete the connection trail from the underpass to 
the existing Galloping Goose. The proposed link would include two steel bridges that 
would cross the San Miguel River. 

 
B. Hub at Lawson Hill, Master Planning Update: 

Bill Ellison, a Hub Lot property owner reported that the Hub Lot Planning Committee 
had discontinued their pursuit of master planning the lots at this time. He explained that 
there was not a meeting of the minds with all involved. In addition to those challenges, 
the current economic climate made it difficult to proceed with the draft master plan that 

 



 

the members in attendance had reviewed at the 2009 Annual Meeting.  
 
C. Park Improvement Plan: 

Pam reminded the members that an agreement had been reached with the Telluride 
School District, co-owners of Lot 501A, the open space parcel adjacent to Rascals pre-
school. The agreement allowed Lawson Hill to move forward with park improvements on 
the parcel. She advised that the first phase had begun last fall with the placement of trees, 
irrigation, trail improvements, retained play safe areas and a horseshoe pit. Phase two 
may begin this summer with additional plantings, the completion of the sod portion, pos-
sibly a picnic structure and a retaining wall. 
   

D. Recycle Update: 
Pam spoke with Waste Management, our trash and recycle provider who advised her that 
in the very near future they would be accepting plastics 1-7.   
 
7) VOTING:   There was no need for a vote because Bill Ellison, Julie McNair and 
Pamela Hall ran unopposed.  
The members present gave a round of applause for the entire board for the great job they 
have done as directors for the association. 
 
8) OTHER:     Rex Lybrand, a residential owner suggested that Lawson Hill should 
pursue the ability to have dogs because it may improve real estate values in Lawson Hill. 
Pam Hall explained the process necessary to achieve a change of this magnitude. It would 
require three steps, first, an amendment to the San Miguel County Land Use Code, sec-
ond, an amendment to the Lawson Hill PUD and finally, a majority vote of the Lawson 
Hill members to amend the Lawson Hill Declarations. A straw poll was taken to see who 
would want dogs to be allowed and a few hands went up in support, than a member 
asked, how many are vehemently opposed to allowing dogs and every other hand in the 
room went up. 
 
Dylan Brooks questioned if Lawson Hill was invited to the intergovernmental meetings 
and if the board attended. Lawson Hill is not specifically invited because it is not a town, 
noting the towns of Ophir and Sawpit are invited. Kathy Green made the point that any 
person with interest can attend these meetings; they are open to the public and publicly 
noticed. She stated that it should not be the responsibility of the Lawson Hill board to at-
tend. Kathy also stated that there are many boards and commissions in the Town of Tellu-
ride that could use additional volunteers if members had an interest in contributing. Many 
of the boards have seats open to individuals that live outside of the town limits. 
 
Chuck Glass questioned whether other owners were affected by the fumes from the cof-
fee roasters located within Society Turn Business Center. There was discussion about 
having the San Miguel County building department look into whether the company is us-
ing adequate filters on the roaster to meet air quality standards. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Eric Wolff wanted to discus the possibility of being annexed into the Town of Telluride 
so that he could vote. Eric invited Bob Saunders, Town of Telluride town council mem-
ber to attend our annual meeting to discuss the concept. The board explained to its mem-
bers that the Lawson Hill community has three long term possibilities for governance. 
The first one is we could remain as the Lawson Hill Property Owners Company with a 
board of directors chosen by the owners’ and under the governance of San Miguel 
County. The second is the possibility of incorporation into their own township similar to 
Telluride, Ophir, Mountain Village and Sawpit. This option would become available to 
Lawson Hill in September 2011 per the Utility Connection Agreement with the Town of 
Telluride. The third possibility would be to annex into the Town of Telluride.  
 
The members found the options curious and wondered if the three comparison scenarios 
could be charted to aid in their education.  The member’s present showed interest in un-
derstanding the different options and specifically what the differences would mean to 
them. Those in attendance wondered about the cost differences. A number of questions 
were raised including:  

• How much taxes may increase if they became their own town or were annexed?  

• Would the Owners Association be eliminated if they were annexed?  

• What would become of all the Lawson Hill Property Owners Co. holdings, including 
the open space, playing fields, Lot HI, revenue and our fund balance?   

• What would the process entail to pursue incorporation?  

• What would the process be for annexation?  

 
A member asked if some fact finding and comparisons of the three options could be pro-
vided to them sometime in the future. Bill de Alva asked if a committee wanted to form 
for this purpose but the members rejected that idea and preferred the Lawson Hill board 
compile some information for them. When asked if they wanted to spend money toward 
researching this information, the owners present did not wish to spend funds pursuing this 
information at this time.  
 
Bob Saunders was not clear on the process for annexation from the Town of Telluride 
prospective, but said he would speak with the town attorney and report his finding to a 
Lawson Hill board member. 
 
 
9)      ADJOURNEMENT:    John Wontrobski made a motion to adjourn, Camille Price 
seconded and the motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 7:45PM. 
  
   
 


